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Radio in Africa: Public, culture, Communities / Liz Gunner
WITS University Press, South Africa 2011
320p.;
9781868145508
$ 33.75 / HB
http://www.marymartin.com/web?pid=142385
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Fight For Democracy - The ANC and the Media in South Africa / Glenda Daniels
WITS University Press, South Africa 2012
250p.;
9781868145683
$ 35.00 / HB
Fight for Democracy is a penetrating and critical scrutiny of the ANC’s treatment
of the print media since the inception of democracy in 1994. In this book, Glenda
Daniels does not hide behind a veil of detachment, but instead makes a
passionate argument for the view that newspapers and journalists play a
significant role in the deepening of democratic principles.
Daniels’ study goes to the heart of current debates and asks why the ANC, given
its stated commitment to the democratic objectives of the Constitution, is so
ambivalent about the freedom of the media. What would be the consequences of
a revised media policy on democracy in South Africa, and at what cost to freedom
of expression? Daniels examines the pattern of paranoia that has crept into public
discourse about the media and the ANC, and the conflictual relationship between
the two. She argues that the ANC’s understanding of democracy, transformation
and development entails (amongst other things) the rallying of the nation behind
its leadership as the premier liberation movement and democratically elected
representative of the majority while morally coercing black journalists and
professionals into loyalty. Daniels challenges the dominant ANC view that
journalists are against transformation and that they take instruction from the
owners of the media houses; in short that they are ‘enemies of the people’.
http://www.marymartin.com/web?pid=153338
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